
EVENING OF
EXCELLENCE
Tuesday, April 14th, 2026
Performing Arts Center

Presents:

Class of 2026



THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS:

IN-KIND SPONSOR



Master of Ceremonies for the Evening
Lara Roetzel

Rapid City Public School Foundation Board President

Welcome
Shannon Bren

Rapid City Public School Foundation Board Alum

Teacher of the Year
Katey Swank

Rapid City Area Schools Teacher of the Year
Meadowbrook Elementary School

Presentation of Students of Distinction
Katy Urban and Michael Birkeland

Rapid City Public School Foundation Board Members

Special Recognition Awards
 Matt McCormick and Scott Carlson

Rapid City Public School Foundation Board Members

Closing Remarks
Sara Hornick

Rapid City Public School Foundation, 
Executive Director

PROGRAM



Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Whitli Adams
Stevens High School
Rebecca Kline, 5  Grade *th

Shannon Bren
Dr. Andrew Smith

2026 STUDENTS OF DISTINCTION

Talia Backes
Central High School
Casey Kieffer
Sarah Montgomery
Geoffrey Sheehy, AP English *

Name:
School:

High School Teacher:

Marissa Bonsness
Central High School
Judith Looyenga, Spanish *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Elena Braun
Stevens High School
Dan Sherill
Timothy Sesso
Carrie Huber, AP Government *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Cooper Cochrun
Central High School
Geneva Minick
Jimmy Cox
Jimmy Cox, Math *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Zachary Conway
Stevens High School
Connie Johns
Tim Sesso, Science *
Robert Julius

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:



Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Katie Crandall
Central High School
Kari Comes
Amanda Widmer, Science *
Michael McCulley

2026 STUDENTS OF DISTINCTION

Hayley Cunningham
Stevens High School
Jennifer Dame, Journalistic Design *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Kailynn Dukat
Central High School
Emily Kulish
Shana Ward
Brendon Sato, Intro to Health Services *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Christopher Giesey
Central High School
Laura Husman
Sheryl Martin, Band *
Andrew Belsaas

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Shourya Goyal
Stevens High School
Alex Whitney
Carlene Roper
Robert Julius, AP Precalculus *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Khloe Hanson
Central High School
Jackie Richards
Shana Ward
James Reed, Jazz/Marching Band *

Name:
School:

High School Teacher:



Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Aidan Hermsen
Central High School
Annie Andrews
Audra Nesland
Brendon Sato, Intro to Healthcare *

2026 STUDENTS OF DISTINCTION

Shaedon Isler
Central High School
Kristine Downs
Amanda Widmer
Samuel Steinken, AP Chemistry*

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Easton King
Stevens High School
Tiffanie Dubaj
Ross Hunter
Dr. Andrew Smith, AP Physics *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Emma Kinyon
Stevens High School
Joann Beckman, 5  Grade *th

Shannon Bren
Jesus Garcia

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Aya Kuroiwa
Central High School
Balie Albrecht
Nick Ries
Andrew Belsaas, High School Band *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Bodhi Linde
Central High School
Amanda Price
Elizabeth Knowles
Logan Mays, AP US Government *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:



Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Benjamin Long
Central High School
Cristina Hayen
Sheryl Martin
Andrew Belsaas, Band *

2026 STUDENTS OF DISTINCTION

Madison Marsh
Stevens High School
Kara Schroeder, Reading Teacher *
Ross Hunter
Erik Iverson

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Natalee May
Central High School
Nichole Morse
Patrick Sutliff
Logan Mays, AP Government/Politics *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Reed Meyer
Stevens High School
Craig Steinberg
Connor King, Baseball Coach *
Dr. Andrew Smith

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Tyler Mueller
Stevens High School
Andrew Thimgan
Ross Hunter
Dr. Andrew Smith, AP Physics *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Mira Neumann
Central High School
Kim Villa
Josh Hanson
Evan Sand, Debate *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:



Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Kailee Olson
Stevens High School
Christine Braun, 4  Grade *th

Marshall Kambestad
Dr. Andrew Smith

2026 STUDENTS OF DISTINCTION

Liah Olson
Stevens High School
Tiffanie Dubaj, 4  Grade *th

Vonnie Houchin
Tyler Olson

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

James Palecek
Central High School
Ruth Franke
Richard Jones
Samuel Steinken, AP Chemistry *

Name:
School:

Middle School Teacher:
High School Teacher:

Ashwini Paudel
Stevens High School
Crystal McMachen
Robert Julius, Geometry/AP Precalculus *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Brady Peck
Stevens High School
JoAnn Beckman
Alyssa Sack
Carrie Huber, AP Government *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Halle Peterson
Stevens High School
Beverly Brooks
Vonnie Houchin
Jesus Garcia, Spanish 1 & 2 *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:



Name:
School:

High School Teacher:

Addison Pollreisz
Central High School
Joey Lore, Technical Theatre Director *

2026 STUDENTS OF DISTINCTION

Elaine Reiter
Stevens High School
Andrew Thimgan
Shannon Bren
Seth Keene, Algebra 2/AP Statistics *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Meleah Saucerman
Central High School
Heather Schmit
Lois Jackson
Geoffrey Sheehy, AP English *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Arabella Scott
Stevens High School
Maggie Brockman
Jason Olson
Carrie Huber, AP Government/Politics *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Beckham Slack
Central High School
Richard Redetzke
Jordynne Hart Sperry
Molly Boehler, Advanced English *

Name:
School:

High School Teacher:

Caiya Strasser
Central High School
Brendon Sato, Intro to Health Services *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:



Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Sakurako Tinant
Stevens High School
Susan Salter, Kindergarten *
Timothy Sesso
Seth Keene

2026 STUDENTS OF DISTINCTION

Norah Tucker
Stevens High School
Leslie Edin
Kelly Vasquez
Dr. Andrew Smith, AP Physics *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:

Sarah Vigil
Central High School
Leigh Shaw
Heidi Peterson
Carrie Huber, AP Government *

Name:
School:

High School Teacher:

Kiana Woodward
Stevens High School
Marshall Kambestad, English *

Name:
School:

Elementary Teacher:
Middle School Teacher:

High School Teacher:



2026 SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS
Stevens High School Volunteer of Excellence

Central High School Volunteer of Excellence

Student of Distinction: Raider Spirit Award

Student of Distinction: Cobbler Spirit Award

Name:
School:

Teacher:

Sakurako Tinant
Stevens High School
Leah Oxner

Name:
School:

 Teacher::

Name:
School:

Teacher:

Natalee May
Central High School
Patrick Sutliff

David Drolc
Stevens High School
Peggy Bias

Name:
School:

Teacher:

Rylee Schimke
Central High School
Kelsey Jones

Rapid City Alternative Academy Volunteer of Excellence

Name:
School:

Teacher:

Brady Zander
Rapid City Alterative Academy
Mary Lager



2026 CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION (CTE) AWARDS

 CTE Pathway to Excellence: 
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources

Name:
School:

 Teacher:

Kylar Mistelski
Central High School
Rebecca Baker

Name:
School:

Teacher:

Name:
School:

Teacher:

Jesse Kranzler
Stevens High School
Bridget Gilbert

Ethan Bringhurst
Stevens High School
Matthew Hatch

Name:
School:
Teacher:

Kailynn Dukat
Central High School
Heather Linde

 CTE Pathway to Excellence: 
Business, Entrepreneurship & Hospitality

 CTE Pathway to Excellence: Construction

 CTE Pathway to Excellence: Health Services

Name:
School:

Teacher:

Peyton Dockter
Stevens High School
Dr. Andrew Smith 

 CTE Pathway to Excellence: Human Services & Education
Name:
School:

Teacher:

Kanin Booth
Stevens High School
1SG Ryan Wheele

Name:
School:
Teacher:

Vincent Austin
Central High School
1SG Ryan Wheele

 CTE Pathway to Excellence: Visual Arts & Design

Name:
School:

Teacher:

Desirae Jones
Stevens High School
Britney Lewis

Name:
School:
Teacher:

Kennedy Block
Central High School
Roxanne Rathbun



Lara Roetzel, President, 
Pennington County State’s Attorney

Matt McCormick, Vice-President, State Farm Insurance 
Michael Birkeland, Secretary, McGraw Hill Education 

Laura Neumann, Treasurer, Black Hills Community Bank

Gretchen Burke, Veteran’s Affairs
Dustin Calhoun, Monument Health
Stephany Chalberg, Monument Health
MaryAnn Slanina, Youth and Family Services
Travis Frederickson, Black Hills Energy
Dave Swank, University of South Dakota
Timmi Bubac, Western Dakota Technical College
Beth Keeney, Principal Representative 
Oliver Hasse, Rapid City Education Association 
Katy Urban, Board of Education
Angela Rafferty, Board of Education
Arabella Scott, Student School Board 
Dr. Jami Jo Thompson, Superintendent
Sara Hornick, Executive Director

Congratulations Congratulations 
GRADUATES!GRADUATES!

From all of us, at the Rapid City Public School
Foundation Board of Directors



RAPID CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL FOUNDATION
WHAT WE DO:

GRANTSGRANTS

EVENING OF EXCELLENCE:
STUDENT RECOGNITION
EVENING OF EXCELLENCE:
STUDENT RECOGNITION
Celebrating the top 5% of each
graduating class, Career and Technical
Education Pathway to Excellence Awards
and other outstanding student awards

Years of Service
30 Year + Breakfast Club

Teacher of the Year
Support Person of the Year

Bus Driver of the Year
Above and Beyond

RAPID CITY AREA SCHOOLS:
STAFF RECOGNITION

RAPID CITY AREA SCHOOLS:
STAFF RECOGNITION

For Rapid City Area Schools’ Staff, 
we offer grants to support 
innovation and creativity. Many 
times these grants are a “test” of a
new product or idea that gets
implemented in schools district-wide.
For example: 3-D printers, AEDs,
Promethean boards, Hydroponics, etc.



Check out
and listen
Check out
and listen

We work alongside the Rapid City Area Schools and
act as the non-profit arm of the school district.

This way, if donors want to give to the school
district, give to a staff member, or to start an

endowment, the RCPSF can take those donations
and offer tax-deductible incentives! 



CONTACT
Sara Hornick, Executive Director

sara.hornick@k12.sd.us
605-484-5873

https://rcpsfoundation.org/
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